BA-1169

Davis Store

15209 Old Hanover Pike

Fowblesburg

Private

c. 1926

The Davis Store is located at 15209 Old Hanover Pike and faces west toward the road.
The railroad tracks run just to the east of the store property and Byerly Road marks the
southern end of the lot. The complex consists of a store, a lumber shed, a privy, and a
mule barn that has been converted to a dwelling. The store is a one-story, three-bay by
three-bay structure with a gable end set toward the street. It has a rubble stone
foundation, pressed metal siding that imitates weatherboards on the north and south
elevations, asbestos shingles on the west elevation, and a gable roof with an east-west
ridge. The west elevation has center double doors flanked on either side by a very wide
one-over-one sash. There is a one-story, three-bay porch. The interior of the store retains
many original features. There are shelves along the north, east, and south walls and a
counter along the north side that contains a glass case. The store is still heated by a stove.
About 50 feet south of the store is a lumber shed. The east half of the building is a one-
story, two-bay by one-bay frame structure with corrugated metal siding, concrete piers,
and a gable roof with standing seam metal and an east-west ridge. The west half of this
building is a two-story, three-bay by one-bay frame structure with the same metal siding
as the store and a gable roof of standing seam metal with a north-south ridge. South of
the lumber shed, near Byerly Road, is the old mule barn. It is a one-story, four-bay by
two-bay structure with a concrete foundation, corrugated metal siding, and a gable roof of

standing seam metal with an east-west ridge. The building has been converted to a

dwelling.
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The Davis Store of Fowblesburg is apparently the site of Algire’s Store, and Algire
purchased this lot in 1892. W. Harvey Davis apd Annie E. Davis bought the property in
1919 and moved here from Howard County. Their store reportedly burned in 1926, and
this building is the replacement for it. It passed from the Davis family to the Caples
family in 1944, and apparently ceased being a store by that time. Remarkably, most of
the original interior survives, and shows that the traditional commercial arrangement for
rural stores was still very popular as late as the 1920s. The side and rear walls were lined
with simple board shelves, and in front of them were placed counters in a “U” shape. To
one side was placed a coal stove that provided the heat for the entire building. The
location of the store was also ideal, being in the center of a small rural town, with the
railroad running along the rear side of the property. This enabled easy shipment of bulk
items such as lumber to the store, and the survival of the lumber shed is a rare and
significant feature. It was clearly built in two stages, and the earliest portion could pre-
date the store. The mule barn has undergone major alterations and is no longer

identifiable as an old barn.




7. Description Inventory No.  BA-1169

Condition
—_  excellent — deteriorated
X good — ruins
___ fair . altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

The Davis Store is located at 15209 Old Hanover Pike and faces west toward the road. The railroad tracks run just to the east of
the store property and Byerly Road marks the southern end of the lot. The complex consists of a store, a lumber shed, a privy, and
a mule barn that has been converted to a dwelling.

The store is a one-story, three-bay by three-bay structure with a gable end set toward the street. It has a rubble stone foundation,
pressed metal siding that imitates weather boards on the north and south elevations, asbestos shingles on the west elevation, and a
gable roof with inverted v-seam metal and an east-west ridge. The west elevation has center double doors with one light of beveled
glass in each. They are flanked on either side by a very wide one-over-one sash. There is a one-story, three-bay porch with a
concrete deck and piers, four round iron posts, and a hip roof of inverted v-seam metal. Above the porch is a semicircular lunette
in the center of a false front, with a small pediment above it. On the south elevation the foundation has three three-light sash. The
first story has a pair of two-light casements at the east end. There is a shed-roof wing on the east end and it has a wide double
doorway on the south side. The north elevation is generally identical to the south, but has an interior brick chimney between the
east and center bays and the east bay window has two one-light casements. The east wing has a boarded-up window.

The interior of the store retains many original features. The floor is about three-inch-wide pine that runs east-west, and the ceiling
has battens that form squares. There are shelves along the north, east, and south walls and a counter along the north side that
contains a glass case. The store is still heated by a stove.

About 50 feet south of the store is a lumber shed. The east half of the building is a one-story, two-bay by one-bay frame structure
with corrugated metal siding, concrete piers, and a gable roof with standing seam metal and an east-west ridge. The north elevation
of this section has two doors hung on rollers. The west half of this building is a two-story, three-bay by one-bay frame structure
with the same metal siding as the store and a gable roof of standing seam metal with a north-south ridge. The north elevation of
this section has a beaded-edge-and-center vertical-board door on rollers in the first story east bay, a two-over-two sash in the
center, and a door on rollers in the west bay that is covered in siding. The second story has a boarded-up window opening in each
end bay and a beaded-edge-and-center vertical-board door in the center. There is a false front over the center and west bays of this
section. On the west elevation the first story has no openings and the second story has paired two-over-two sash in the center. On
the south elevation, the west half has two bays to the west that project forward several feet. On the first story, the west bay has a
board and batten door and the center bay has a shed roof wing with the same siding and roofing as the rest of this half of the
building. The second story has no openings. The east bay of the west half has no openings on the first or second stories, and the
east half has no openings at all.

South of the lumber shed, near Byerly Road, is the old mule barn. It is a one-story, four-bay by two-bay structure with a concrete
foundation, corrugated metal siding, and a gable roof of standing seam metal with an east-west ridge. The building has been
converted to a dwelling and has six-over-one sash.

Approximately 75 feet north of the store is a one-story, one-bay square privy with German siding, a gable roof with asphalt
shingles and a north-south ridge, and a vertical-board door on the south that is off its hinges.
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8. Significance

Inventory No.

BA-1169

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
—1600-1699 __ agriculture economics — health/medicine —— performing arts
— 17001799 __ archeology education — industry - philospohy
—1800-1899 X architecture engineering —invention — politics/government
X 1900-1999 ___ art entertainment/ — landscape architecture  __ religion
— 2000- - commerce recreation . law ___ science
. communications ethnic heritage —_literature — social history
—— community planning exploration/ — maritime industry — ftransportation
—__ conservation settlement — military — other
Specific dates n/a Architect/Builder n/a
Construction dates c. 1926
Evaluation for:
National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.)

The Davis Store of Fowblesburg is apparently the site of Algire’s Store, and Algire purchased this lot in 1892. W. Harvey Davis
and Annie E. Davis bought the property in 1919 and moved here from Howard County. Their store reportedly burned in 1926,
and this building is the replacement for it. It passed from the Davis family to the Caples family in 1944, and apparently ceased
being a store by that time. Remarkably, most of the original interior survives, and shows that the traditional commercial
arrangement for rural stores was still very popular as late as the 1920s. The side and rear walls were lined with simple board
shelves, and in front of them were placed counters in a “U” shape. To one side was placed a coal stove that provided the heat for
the entire building. The location of the store was also ideal, being in the center of a small rural town, with the railroad running
along the rear side of the property. This enabled easy shipment of bulk items such as lumber to the store, and the survival of the
lumber shed is a rare and significant feature. It was clearly built in two stages, and the earliest portion could pre-date the store.
The mule barn has undergone major alterations and is no longer identifiable as an old barn, but its presence helps to further
illustrate how this parcel functioned. Despite the availability of the railroad, keeping mules would have been vital to both
acquiring some goods for sale and delivering others to customers, especially bulk items like lumber. (1)

Notes:

(1) Baltimore County Land Records, WPC 467-252, WPC 509-313, RJS 1354-167.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Inventory No. BA-1169

See continmation sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 1.81

Acreage of historical setting 1.81

Quadrangle name Hampstead

Quadrangle scale 1:24000

Verbal boundary description and justification
The boundaries include the entire parcel.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Kenneth M. Short

organization

date 01/29/2003

street and number 610 Regester Ave.

telephone  410-377-4953

city or town Baltimore

state MD zZip code 21212-1915

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974

supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only and

not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to:

Maryland Historical Trust

DHCD/DHCP
100 Community Place
Crownsville MD 21032
410-514-7600
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Name  Davis Store
Continuation Sheet
Number 9 Page 1

Inventory No.

BA-1169

See endnotes
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